[Leesport Area
Historical Society

INCLUDING THE COMMUNITIES OF THE SCHUYLKILL VALLEY SCHOOL DISTIRCT
VOLUME 21, ISSUE 4 October, November, December 2025

Union Fire Company No. 1 of Leesport 125 th Anniversary

2025 has been a very busy year for the “Union Fire Co.No.1 of Leesport” with special events, such as special
bingos, Easter egg hunt, cornhole tournament, gun raffle, Jr. firefighting training day, and a banquet in October.

1900 - a group of citizens from Leesport and West Leesport met at Rahn’s Hall which was located in the
former Schuylkill Valley House to organize a union fire company.

1901 - a charter was established, and the first fire house was erected on Canal Street.

1911 - the upper level had a basketball court that was used by the Ontelaunee High School team. If you
wanted to see a game you had to stand around the perimeter to watch the game, there wasn’t enough room for
seats. The hall also served as a venue over the many years for parties, wedding receptions, other social events and
of course the 1960’s dances every Friday night.

1921 - the first motorized fire apparatus was purchased from Hahn Motor Co. in Hamburg for $5000. Up until
this time the equipment was horse drawn which many of the members had owned.

1923 — A siren was placed on Graft’s garage next to the church on Rt. 61, which later became Stoudts Auto
Sales. In order to activate the siren one had to call a designated phone number and that person could ring the
siren to bring the fireman to the station to be dispatched to a fire. The phone number changed over the years
depending on who was the fire chief. In 1988 the siren was removed from the building due to safety concern.

1932 - a social club was established for members and is still in operation to this day.

1936 - Chief . Fred Huff became known as the “Motorized Paul Revere” The siren had frozen up and he had
to go around town waking up firemen to go help with a barn fire. This event actually became national news at the time.
1945 - the apparatus committee recommended the purchase of a new truck from Mack International Motor
Co. for the cost of $9,439. The former Schuylkill House next to the fire company was purchased to house the new
truck. After renovations were completed, the truck had a new home and the rest of the building remained apartments.
1947 - Paul Zipp from Dauberville purchased the original Hahn truck for a cost of $126 to use for his business.

1950 - the 50 th anniversary was celebrated with a banquet at the Rajah Temple in Reading. Also that year
negotiations began with the borough to purchase the land where the engine house now sits for $1 for 99 years.
The engine house has seen many renovations over the years and in 2014 an expansion of the current building
and it was completed in 2015.

1978 - the fire calls were dispatched by the Wells Fargo Co. of Reading, until the establishment of 911.

1980 - a “Lukas Rescue System’, the jaws of life was purchased to help in rescue efforts for a cost $7500.

1950-2025 - several fire trucks were repaired and/or replaced with new vehicles to help the efforts of the fire
company. Some of the equipment that was acquired were saws, ladders, hoses, and any kind of fire equipment
that was necessary, this year a new truck was purchased from Pierce Rescue Equipment for a cost of $903,000.
Keep in mind that all funds for equipment and trucks have been all through donations from residents and
businesses throughout the community. Please be generous when donating to the fire co. after all they are serving
your community.

Also, remember that the UNION FIRE CO. NO. 1 OF LEESPORT is and has always been a 100% volunteer
organization for the 125 years they have been here.

Due to limited space, we could not publish the entire history of the fire company, but I'm sure anyone who
wants to know the full history a firefighter would be glad to share.
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The very first Fire Engine This is the new truck you will see around the area in

Union Fire Co. No.1 of Leesport Ladies Auxiliary

July 1932 the president of the Union Fire Co. No.1, Edwin McElroy called the ladies of the community
together to see if they could start a Ladies Auxiliary. The next few weeks were extremely busy making phone calls
and personal contacts resulting in a meeting attended by 20 women.

The following officers were elected:

Mrs. Alfred Kunkleman, President

Mrs. Nathaniel Zimmerman, VP

Mrs. Arthur Miller, Secretary

Mrs. Lester Strausser, Financial Secretary

Mrs. Calvin Moser, Treasurer

Meetings were held monthly on the first Wednesday of each month. A charter was granted In January of 1940,
which established the auxiliary.

Various social events occurred throughout the years, card parties, dances, kids’ Christmas parties, Easter egg
hunt and dinners. An annual dinner is held every year for any and all members of the auxiliary and fire company.

The Auxiliary have had fund raisers over the years to purchase items for the kitchen and other needed things
as the fire company has grown.

It’s interesting to note that in 1932 the officers were only referred to by their spouse’s first name and in later

years they used their own names.

In 1976 the officers were:

Grace Rank, President

Catherine Addison, VP

Judith Potts, Secretary

Maude Davis Financial Secretary

Mary Barrell, Treasurer

In 1976 there were 234 members but unfortunately, the auxiliary disbanded in 1990 due to lack of membership.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Harvest Moon Festival $4,128.99
Acquisition Fund $674.83
Richard Strause Memorial Fund $250.00
General Fund $7,525.78
New Balance as of 9/15/25 $12,579.60
Capital Reserve Fund

Trinity Repair Fund $20,823.38
General Fund$ 6,398.49
Balance $27,219.87
Community Days $4,597.46
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

As we move into the last phase of 2025, I reflect on my time as President. Our year started with the loss of our
beloved founding president, Rich Strause, and also the addition of three new board members. As we learn our
new roles, we continue to provide great programs, events and are passionate to fulfill the LAHS mission.

As a founding member I had some of the media coverage of our beginnings and came across one of the first
newspaper coverages. Our goal at the onset was to restore the West Leesport school house by repairing floor-
boards, sprucing up the interior, replacing broken windows, adding rain gutters and repointing parts of the aging
exterior. We achieved that and much more through the years. The goal also was to create an artifacts room,
school room, and family genealogy room as well as a meeting room upstairs. There is a school room as well as an
artifacts room on the first floor. Our meeting room has been replaced with a much-needed storage area
necessitating the use of Bethany Church for our meetings and programs. Please bring a friend and visit an Open
House. We need our members to share this gem so others will catch the vision too!

We will end the year with our Harvest Moon Festival, election of officers and a great program in November as
well as a visit from Santa at our December open house! Check the calendar of events below.

Wishing you and yours a wonderful holiday season!

Sincerely,
Robin Schappell

CALENDER OF EVENTS

Saturday, October 4: 10-2 PM - Open House at the Museum
Sunday, October 5: 1-4 PM - Open House at the Museum

Monday, October 27: 7 PM - LAHS Business Meeting, “Election of Officers” and Budget Approval” -
Bethany Church; 308 Main St.

Saturday, November 1: 5-8 PM - 19 th Annual Harvest Moon Festival (RAINDATE - Sunday, November 2: 5-8)

Sunday, November 2: 1-4 PM - Open House at the Museum - James Beidler — Genealogy Program -
“Time and Place”

Monday, November 24: 7 PM - LAHS Program - Kenneth Serfass — “A Reading of Dicken’s “A Christmas Carol”
Sunday, December 7: 1-4 PM - Open House at the Museum with special visit from Santa

TIME

Changing the clocks is a biannual ritual that dates back to the late 1700’s. In 166 congress passed the “Uniform
Time Act’, which split the year in half. On the last Sunday in April each year daylight saving time would begin,
and on the last Sunday inOctober standard time would resume. Since then there have been changes to the
dates when clocks are adjusted to the second Sunday in March and to the first Sunday in November.

Year after year the conversation exists as to why this is necessary. People are interviewed on the street as to
their opinion. Studies are conducted, medical people respond, citizens weigh in but, nothing changes. Pros and
cons prevail while time marches onward.

Changing the time on a clock is not too difficult if you only have one clock. My household has ten. Then there
is the clock in my car which requires a degree in electronics to change. Not to mention all of my wristwatches.
Yes, I still wear a wristwatch. All the people who have asked me what time it is (they don’t wear one), would say
thank you for that. I had a family member who refused to change his clocks, he remembered if the clock was on
time or off by one hour. Saved himself a lot of time and frustration.

Whatever your opinion may be, we are at the mercy of standard time and daylight saving time until someone
decides enough is enough. Until thenm make the most of your time whatever zone you are in.

Submitted by Millie Reber



“Where do I come from? How did I get here?”
Learn how to start, or get better at tracing your
family’s tree.
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FAMILY

The Leesport Area Historical Society presents
“Time & Place” Using Genealogy’s “Cross-Heirs”

The more genealogists put themselves in the “Time & Place” of the ancestor
they are searching, the better the chance they will do the most thorough search
of all available records. See how learning an area’s history will help your
family history.

By James M. Beidler

Books available for purchase
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Sunday November 2, 205 1:00 pm
Leesport Area Historical Society
128 Main St, Leesport, PA 19533



Leesport Area Historical Society Open House

128 Main Street, Leesport, PA 19533
Saturday, October 4

10:00 am-2:00 pm

Free Event Paranormal Program - Noon  Open to the Public

s it proof of the paranormal or just our perception of it? In this
presentation Jeffrey Dengler, Paranormal Investigator and Author,
as well as Justin Selig, Paranormal Investigator and Storm Chaser,
will explore the fine line between evidence and illusion by taking a
closer look at how audio, video and photographic claims can be
shaped by expectation suggestion and interpretation. They will

share documented cases.

Mr. Dengler will also have books available for sale.




KEYSTONE

MILITARY FAMILIES

TOY DRIVE

The Leesport Historical Society is holding a toy drive on October 4 &
5, November 2nd, and December 6. Please contact Robin Schappell at
610-781-4012 for appointments if you can’t make the dates mentioned
before. This toy drive is in honor of John Lutz to benefit the Keystone
Military Families in Shoemakersville. They service 300 families and kids up
to 18 years of age. Older kids like blow dryers, curling irons, wallets, belts,
bead making kits, & stem Kits.

MYSTERIES AT THE MUSEUM

SR,

(¥
'35—!““““1”.1:‘&“\1 s apuIt :

Gove RNOR OF THI SATH Com MONWREALTIY

Last issue

Last issue answer

Our mystery item in the last issue was a document certifying the
appointment of Isaac Rahn to the position of Justice of the Peace of Bern
Township in 1879. This was on display in the museum before our current
exhibit and we will put it on display again in the future.

The mystery for this issue is, that we are seeking more information on a
wagon that was donated to us in June (pictured below). We were told that it
was purchased at a sale in the 50’s. They were told that it was used by a
business in Mohrsville, possibly selling molasses. We think the wagon was made by the Reber Wagon
Manufacturer in Centreport. Any help you could provide in identifying this wagon would be greatly appreciated.
You can reply to leesporthistory@aol.com Or you can stop by one of our open houses or meetings.

New issue clue
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PHOTOS FROM LEESPORT COMMUNITY DAYS

Annual Car Show
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Group enjoying “Flaming Dick & the Hot Rods”

Great ending to the weekend 7
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